	Communities

	Day 1 

	Give the class a small quiz to find out what prior knowledge they have on communities.  
The quiz will ask students to: 

Write down your definition of community.

Name two things that can change a community.

Do you live in a rural or urban community?

After quizzing students, the class will take a community walk through our community, observing and taking note of what is seen.

Upon returning to the room, the students will make a page to contribute to our class community book.  (Make one copy for the classroom and one copy to send to our pen-pals).
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	Day 2


	Explain to students that we will be using a community table map to construct a community similar to our town.  The students will look back at the observation notes that they made during the community walk and suggest what we might need to include in our community.  

Discuss ways to construct houses and buildings for our community.  Construct the rural town. 
*Construction Note: SAVE MILK CARTONS AT LUNCHTIME! We recycle our milk boxes from lunch to create our community.  Some students will bring in a few matchbox cars to add to our map.


	

	Day 3


	After construction of the rural town in complete, ask students to tell what they notice about the town.  Students should tell that there is a lot of space not being used, or space being used for things such as corn or soybeans.  They should see that there is still room for trees to grow, etc.  

Ask students what their families do when they need to buy groceries or if they want to go shopping for new clothes.  Where do they go to do these things?  

Write the definition of rural and urban on the whiteboard.  Ask students to decide if they think our town is a rural or urban community.  Take a class vote.  Ask for students to support their vote with details. Students should conclude that our town is a rural community. 

Show students pictures of a city (Chicago or NYC) and have them compare them to pictures of our town.  What are some of the differences they can see?  Also, allow students to share about their experiences visiting other urban communities, and tell the class how it compares to our town.  Also discuss suburbs.  Make a tree map to list details of rural, urban, and suburban communities.

Take pictures of the rural community our class built.
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	Day 4


	Tell the class that we will be transforming our rural community into an urban community.  What changes will we have to make in our community to make room for more people to live and work here?  What are some things that would happen to our community that would make more people want to live here?

Begin construction of our community transformation.  If time in class is not enough, have students work on certain parts at home and bring them to school the next day.


	

	Day 5


	Complete rural to urban transformation.  Take a picture of the new urban community.  Talk about how the two communities we created are different.  Which community do you want to live in and why?
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*In conjunction with this unit, I kick off our pen pal exchange.  I try to find pen pals in an urban or suburban area, and usually, our first few communications tell about the differences in our communities.  In previous years, I have been able to arrange for both classes to create a community book for exchange, which the kids love and read over and over.
