
Classroom Policies

Behavior Expectations
1. Be respectful and responsible
2. Be organized
3. Follow Directions
Discipline Policy
As in every classroom, there are behavior expectations that must be followed by each student so that valuable learning time is not wasted.  In our classroom, we use a card system to monitor behavior, which is shown below:
Green Card- No Misbehavior
Blue Card- Verbal Warning of Inappropriate Behavior
Yellow Card- Loss of a Privilege
Orange Card- Removal From Group and Note/ Phone Call to Parent
Pink Card- Sent to Principal
Note: A serious offense (physically or verbally assaulting another) calls for immediate removal from the classroom and referral to the office.

All students start each day with their green card displayed.  If a student is not following classroom expectations, I will ask them to "turn a card."  If at the end of the day, a student has turned no cards, a sticker is placed on an incentive chart.  When an incentive chart is filled, the student receives a good behavior reward.  There will also be periodic rewards for days/weeks when the entire class turns no cards!  
Some examples of rewards for our class are:
*Sit by a friend for the day
*Choosing your place in line for the day
*Choosing a classroom job
*Skipping a homework assignment
*Eat breakfast or lunch with the teacher
*Sweet Treats
Please note that a weekly behavior note will be sent home in Friday Folders each week.  I will NOT require weekly behavior notes to be signed and returned to the teacher UNLESS I have so requested on the form.  Please make sure you check this form each Friday.  If for some reason you did not receive the form (on occasion, I can forget to pass them out), feel free to give me a call to check in.
Friday Folders
Friday Folders are used in our classroom as a way to make the connection from school to home.  Each Friday night, your student will bring home his/her Friday Folder, in which you will find spelling words for the upcoming week, a weekly academic and behavior report, and other important notes that I may need for you to see, and occasionally, sign and return.  Friday folders will also include all graded papers for the week.  Occasionally, there may be an assignment that needs to be corrected.  If so, it will be due back on Monday.  If it does not come back by Monday, it will not be accepted.  It is the responsibility of your student to bring this folder to you each Friday so that you may review the contents.  Please initial that you have seen the folders contents on the form stapled inside the folder.  In addition, feel free to send any communications to me through your child's Friday folder, as I will check each folder at school on Monday.
Homework Policies

The National Parent Teacher Organization (PTA) suggests that homework not exceed ten minutes per grade level for students.  Therefore, homework for students in third grade should take about 30 minutes per night.  In my classroom, homework will always be a review of a skill taught, so if you see your student struggling with homework assignments and, if more often than not, requiring over 30 minutes to complete homework, please contact me.  There will be occasional times when an extra 10-15 minutes may be required.  Examples of these times would be making up worked missed when absent, or correcting tests or papers that the student did incorrectly or did not fully complete.
Reading Homework Requirements: One important homework component each night is reading.  Research shows that the best way for your student to improve reading skills is to read more!  I will expect students to read 10 minutes per night Monday through Thursday.  A home reading book log will be kept inside the homework folder and assessed each Friday for a reading homework grade.  A parent signature is required for the student to receive full credit.  At the beginning of the year, the book is the student’s choice, but later in the year, the student and I will decide on an appropriate book.  Remember, your student can read independently, aloud to a sister or brother, or taking turns with a parent.  Why not use this time each night to read together!  
Homework Folders: Homework folders are to be brought home each night, even in the event that your child has no assignments.  I ask that you initial the homework chart inside the folder each night indicating that you have reviewed the homework your child has produced.  I feel it is very important that our student’s know that parents care about school responsibilities.  Grandparents, babysitters, adult siblings, and anyone else who can communicate regularly with the parent about the child’s work when the parent is unable to supervise it may sign as needed, upon the parent’s request with the teacher. This folder may also be used for any communications to me during the week, as I will look at each student's folder every morning.  
The student will write down homework assignments at the end of each day.  Writing down assignments is part of the student’s responsibility in the classroom.  Please do not call me to find out your students homework assignment.
I expect all homework and class work to be turned in on time. Students who do not complete homework must finish it before playing at recess.  All weekly assignments (homework and class work) not turned in by Friday will not be accepted. However, students will have the opportunity to earn "homework passes" throughout the year. A homework pass can be used in the place of some assignments, or may be used to extend an assignment's due date (one day per homework pass.) I encourage students to save their homework passes in case they forget an assignment or have a legitimate situation that prevents them from completing their work. Students will not be allowed to call home if they forget their work. Remember, one of our rules is be responsible!

Reading Incentive: THE LUNCH BUNCH

Students who complete their reading logs each month (10 minutes of reading per night, with parent a parent signature) will become a member of the lunch bunch.  Lunch Bunch is a group of students who meet for lunch in the classroom on the last Thursday of each month.  During this time, the students will watch a short 30-minute video or play games and on occasion, eat treats!  To remain a member of the lunch bunch, the student must continue to successfully complete their reading logs each week.  If a student does not fully complete their reading log one week of the month, they will not be invited to attend the Lunch Bunch meeting that month, but are encouraged to keep reading so that they may attend the next Lunch Bunch meeting. 

Homework Incentive: FUN FRIDAYS
Students who have turned in their homework all week, and do not have any missing assignments will be able to participate in Fun Fridays.  Fun Friday is a block of time set aside on Fridays (usually around 20 minutes) that the students are allowed to play educational games, and occasionally, have free time.  Those students who did not complete all homework assignments or class work must complete the missing assignments before joining the class. Any missing work that is not completed by the end of the day Friday will not be accepted.
Books
We have many resources for finding books to read, so there should be no problems finding books to read for home reading.  Our school has a wonderful library that we will visit two times each week, and our classroom, as well, has a great selection of books.  Most of our classroom books belong to me, so I will be using a checkout system within the room in order to monitor the books.  Parents must sign a permission slip before students may begin bringing home classroom books.  Another book resource that can be utilized is Scholastic/Troll book orders, which will be sent home in Friday folders once a month.  Please remember that book orders are always optional, but often an inexpensive way to buy books.
Accelerated Reader

The Accelerated Reader program is a reading incentive program. Students read novels from a selected list and then take short computer quizzes to test comprehension. Students earn points based on the difficulty of the book and their performance on the quiz. Although students may participate in the AR program at any time, but this will not be used for a grade, but certificates are awarded to the top three point earners for our class.

Absences
Students who are absent will have a packet of the previous days work on their desk the morning of their return if the work is not picked up the day(s) of the absence.  Students will have the number of days they are absent to complete the work.  For example, if a student is out sick 2 days, they will have 2 days to complete and turn in the work.  Worked not turned in on time will result in reduced grades and possibly a zero for the missing work.  I will only hand out absentee work one time, and will not make copies of lost papers.  
Water Bottles

Students are allowed to bring water bottles to keep at their desk.  This is encouraged especially through August and September.  Please be sure that your child only brings a water bottle that has a lid.  Cleaning up spills wastes valuable class time.  Only water is permitted in class.  Anything else will be returned to the book bag until lunchtime.

Toys

In general, all toys should be left at home.  If for some reason they are brought to school, they should remain in the book bag all day.  Students are allowed to bring sports items, such as a basketball or jump rope to use at recess time.  Electronic devices such as game boys or MP3 players cannot be used at recess time, nor should they be brought to school per policy written in the Gifford Grade School Handbook.  A teacher may confiscate any items brought to school that are used at an inappropriate time or in an inappropriate way.  

Birthday Celebrations     

Celebrating birthdays in our classroom can be a lot of fun and we would love to celebrate with your child, but we must plan ahead to set aside time for this during our day.  If your child would like to bring treats on their birthday, please call ahead or send a note so that I can plan time for this. If you do happen to come unannounced, please leave the treats in the office, and we will enjoy them at one of our break times.  Also, make sure to send the necessary items to serve the treat, such as plates or napkins.  If your child's birthday falls during a time when school is not in session, please feel free to pick an alternate date to celebrate!  
Questions

Please feel free to contact me at the school with any questions or concerns you may have regarding your student.  I can speak with you before school from 8:00-8:20, during school from 8:45-9:15 (MWF only) and 2:30-3:00 or after school from 3:10-3:30.   Outside of these times, please use my email, snodgrassa@gifford.k12.il.us, which I check regularly throughout the day, or leave a message with the office and I will get back to you as soon as possible.
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