Making Connections

Reasons why connecting to text helps readers:

o It helps readers understand how characters feel and the motivation behind their
actions.

o Ithelps readers have a clearer picture in their head as they read thus making the reader
more engaged.

o It keeps the reader from becoming bored while reading.

o Itsets apurpose for reading and keeps the reader focused.

o Readers can see how other readers connected to the reading.

e [t forces readers to become actively involved.

o [t helps readers remember what they have read and ask questions about the text.

Below are some examples of connecting statements for students to use as a reference or
teachers can use them as prompts for classroom discussion.

This part reminds me of....

[ felt like...(character) when |....

If that happened to me lwould....

This book reminds me of...(another text) because....
[canrelate to...(part of text) because one time....
Something similar happened to me when....

Below are some examples of questions that canbe used to facilitate student connections:

Text-to-self:

What does this remind me of in my life?
What is this similar to in my life?

How is this different from my life?

Has something like this ever happened to me?
How does this relate to my life?

What were my feelings when | read this?

Text-to-text:

What does this remind me of in another book I've read?
How is this text similar to other things I've read?

How is this different from other books 've read?

Have | read about something like this before?

Text-to-world:
What does this remind me of in the real world?
How is this text similar to things that happenin the real world?



How is this different from things that happenin the real world?
How did that part relate to the world around me?



