Publishing Criteria

Four to five pieces must be developed before choosing one for publishing, and each piece must meet the following criteria:

1. The draft is readable (not necessarily correct, but readable!).

2. There are several good ideas written about the topic. (At upper grades, minimum length might be specified or a class might determine something like "at least 3 ideas or details are included".)

3. The draft has a beginning, a middle, and an ending.

4. The items on the Editor's Checklist have been corrected.

5. A classmate has checked over the draft for items on the Editor's Checklist and to make suggestions. (A student signature might be required on the paper as having checked that draft. The peer editing can be done after each piece is completed or just prior to meeting with the teacher for a conference.)

Next Step:
· Try not to take the pieces away from the child during the conference. Leaving the papers in the students’ hands helps them retain ownership of the writing. Work "over their shoulders" to guide the work that must be done.

· Help the student choose one piece that is best to publish. They will probably have a favorite one among the several pieces, and that is most likely the one you will want to encourage them to revise, edit and publish.

· Help the students see the merits in the draft that is selected. They need to feel proud of what they are publishing and many will lack this confidence.

· Be sure to insist that all Word Wall words be spelled correctly, even in the rough draft writing. If you note a misspelled WW word, write a "WW" above it and tell them to change it.

· Try to move beyond editing with your students. Help them to see how to revise something to make their piece better.

· Have students learn to use a dictionary to spell words they have misspelled. If you've had them circling words they think they may have misspelled as a part of their Editor's Checklist, then have them now check them in the dictionary -- but only the ones in the piece to be published. There is no need to correct the other pieces of writing that will not go through the whole writing process. If a student has missed many words, help them correct some and leave a couple for them to look up so that the task won't be unmanageable for them. Also, if the task of looking up lots of words in the dictionary becomes too laborious, they will stop using some of the words they've elected to use in favor of easy words, and that is certainly not what you want to accomplish. (Note: One clever teacher found a great way to motivate kids to want to use the dictionary during the editing process. She bought cheap sun visors and wrote "EDITOR" on the bill. She put these on the table with dictionaries and reference materials. When kids came to the table, they got to wear the visors while they looked up their words. They loved it!)

· After marking the misspelled words and helping with some of them (if that seems necessary), send the student on to a reference area or "editing table" to work on looking up the words. Then you are free to start with another student.

· Require that kids skip lines on all of their rough drafts so that revising and editing is easier for both of you.

· Don't overwhelm a student during the conference time. Clean up the work so that what is published is really something to be proud of and is relatively error free. But, if a student is especially weak in writing, spelling, etc., keep the corrections to a minimum.

· Require students to copy their work onto a final draft that is neat and clean.

· Take the conference time as an opportunity to teach each student something that will make his writing better. This is a time to individualize instruction. Sometimes it's just a little something you might teach that can make a lasting difference. See this as a challenge!

· Don't hold all students to the same standards. See them as being at different developmental stages. Accept them and praise them. But, do try to encourage them and help them to grow. Even what you accept as a "good" piece of writing will have to vary from student to student.

Now, after the teacher has conferenced with a student about his writing, she can give him the responsibility of the actual publication of his book. This gives the teacher more time to continue with other student conferences. A publishing center will need to be included in the room. This can be as simple or as elaborate as desired. The center can be a table with boxes of colored paper (cardstock) for book covers, colored paper for rewriting drafts, lined paper, lineless paper, pencils, crayons, colored pencils, markers, stamps, shapes to trace, a computer and printer (if you're lucky!), and prepared book pages (This book is dedicated to ... About the author…). Some classrooms have spiral book binders available, but a stapler can work just as well. Kids will have a ball designing their one-of-a-kind books! 

You might want to require a last check of the copied book before it is presented. You will need to be guided by your own philosophy about how correct you want a published work to be. Some communities and parents pressure teachers not to send work home that has misspelling and mistakes. Personally, I would not want to publish a piece in a book format that had mistakes that I wasn't aware of. I would hope that someone would tell me to change it. Kindergarten work should remain unchanged. Correctness should not be their goal. 

