Reading Conferences

During a conference you might:
· Listen to the student read aloud.
· Discuss something in the story.
· Ask a question to get the child to think more deeply about the text.
· Ask the student if there's a part he didn't understand.
· Refer to the minilesson. Did they try the strategy presented?
· Discuss the content of the book.
· Do some fluency work.
· Review the student's list of books read or his list of reading interests.
· Together, set some goals.
· Discuss written responses in response log.
Ways to open the conversation:
· How's your reading going?
· What are you thinking about your book?
· Where are you in your reading?
· What is the best part of your reading so far?
· Is this a good book choice for you?
· Are you enjoying this author?
· Talk to me about your reading.
· That is a [book, author] I love. What are you discovering about the book/author?
Sampling a student's oral reading
· Read a part you really liked.
· Read from where you are.
· Listen to your reading. How does it sound?
Encouraging Monitoring and Reflection
· How well are you understanding your book?
· Do you have any questions for me?
· Are there any confusing parts?
· Is this book "just right" for you?
· What goals do you have for your reading?
· What do you think about your reading list so far?
· How can I help?
Encouraging critical thinking
· Would you recommend this book to other students? Explain...
· What's the best part of your reading so far?
· What do you think about the author's writing?
· How does this book compare with this author's other books?
Extending the student's reading interests
· I suggest this [title, author, genre] because I think you would like it.
· What are you thinking about reading next?
Extending Problem-Solving Strategies
· Let me show you a way to figure out that word.
· In today's minilesson, we... Have you tried that strategy?
· How are you doing with what you just learned in the minilesson?
· What problems have you encountered that I can help you with?
